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| wouldn’t call myself a great animal lover. Sure, I’'ve had
my fair share of childhood pets. There was MC Hamster,
Flopsy the rabbit, a fish tank filled with your run-of-the-mill
pet store fish, and finally our longest living pet, Kishka, the
runt of her doggy litter who outlived the rest of her broth-
ers and sisters. That being said, and like many other chil-
dren, | tended to excite at the idea of pet ownership more
than the day-to-do realities of pet rearing.

The one thing that has always stuck with me, though, is

GOOD IDEOLOGIES GONE BAD

care for animals. Like abuses commit-
ted against peoples, the mistreatment
of any sentient being has always struck
deeply at my core, and as | would learn
later on in my yeshiva years, the Torah prohibits such mis-
treatment (tza’ar ba’alei chayim in Talmudic terminology)
amongst its Biblical commandments.
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Personal confession: Even as a red-blooded, meat-eating




American, | check the PETA (People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals) website almost every week - and enjoy
doing so. Much of their animal advocacy has led to posi-
tive changes in the world of animal welfare, and | am end-
lessly fascinated with their undercover journalism. Over
time, though, | began to pick up on an unspoken, yet ever
present, wholly unkosher component of PETA’s ideology.

Biblically speaking, human beings are the caretakers of the
Earth (see Genesis 1:26), and as such are obliged to care
and show compassion for the vulnerable creatures and the
environment around them (See Ramchal’s “Path of the
Just”, chapter 1). We may eat animals, as long as we
slaughter humanely, and we may utilize animals for their
brute strength or soft pelts if needed. Never, though, may
we needlessly abuse them.

In PETA’s world that is not the
case. Itis not enough to exercise
compassion when utilizing ani-
mals for the good of man-

kind. Even the most humane
slaughter is barbaric in PETA’s
eyes. This same blanket castiga-
tion goes for the usage of any and
all animal sourced products as
well, no matter however humane-
ly they may have been procured,
and no matter how necessary
they may be for mankind. Why? Because in PETA’s eyes
human beings and animals are essentially the same. The
murder of a man or a pig is murder, and no need can ever
justify murder.

PETA’s ideology was on full display in it’s 2003 ad campaign
“Holocaust on your Plate,” in which billboards compared
Holocaust imagery with imagery of modern agricultural
practices. In one ad, a billboard is split between a picture
of Jewish children in a concentration camp, all donning pris-
oner outfits and standing behind barbed wire, and another
picture of young pigs peering through bars in a kennel of
sorts. The title on top: “Baby Butchers.” In another similar-
ly designed ad, we see a picture of severely emaciated men
lying down in concentration camp barracks as well as a
snapshot of chickens enclosed in coops. The title for this
nauseating ad: “To Animals, All People Are Nazis.”

Yes, PETA is known for their affinity of shock value advertis-
ing, meant to awaken sensibilities and garner publicity, but
underneath all of that lies the ideological equivocation of
human and animal suffering and of human and animal
death.

As if to eliminate any doubt as to PETA’s ideological belief
system PETA recently released a new video featuring the

voice and words of rapper RZA entitled “We’re Not Differ-
ent in Any Important Way.” Over a video of human faces

slowly morphing into one another and eventually into the
faces of animals, RZA speaks these words:

We are all the same, in all the ways that matter. It
doesn't matter what we look like, how old we are,
what language we speak, or who we love. It
doesn't matter if we have fur or feathers or fins,
the length of our nose or the number of legs. We
are not different in any important way. We all have
thoughts and feelings. We all feel love and pain and
loneliness and joy. We can all understand but we
are not always understanding. We experience our-
selves as separate from the rest, but none of us
deserves to be treated with less respect. Our task
must be to break free from prejudice,
nd to see ourselves in everyone else

t the end of the video these words
ppear on the screen: “Face it: Inside
very body, there is a person.”

In PETA’s eyes humans are truly not
‘different in any important way,” and
inside every animal “is a person.” This
is human/animal equivocation at its fin-

st. And if randomly mutating macro-
evolution is all one sees, then perhaps
one has a point. For without a divine soul, “the superiority
of man over beast is nought, for all is vanity” (Kohelet 3:19).
And if we are all the same, as PETA suggests, what rights
have we over the animals?*

However, it is precisely due to man’s distinct nature that he
would choose to care for the vulnerable beasts around him,
rather than take advantage of them - something practically
unheard of in the animal kingdom. For unlike the animals in
the forests, jungles and ranches, it is only man who is en-
dowed with the consciousness to consider what is right and
what is wrong and the free will to act upon that
knowledge. Ironically, itis PETA’s very concern for animals
that speaks to the soul of man, the very thing that indeed
separates and elevates him from the likes of the cow, the
pig and the fish - and the very reason that man is given re-
sponsible dominion over the earth and all of its creatures.

*Alternatively, one might argue that if we are but animals
at our core, why must we behave any differently from other
animals who hunt and kill animals for food? What would
separate mankind apart from the rest of the food chain and
obligate us in a wholly distinct code of consumption ethics?




Shavuot All-Night Program |
+ Friday Night Live |

+ Sunday School Awards Program |

+ Mommy and Me - Shavuot Theme |

Wednesday, May 9 @ 10:30 AM.

+ Family Cheesecake Bake | Wednesday, May 9 @ 6:30 PM.

+ All-New Shabbat Family Experience | May 12 @ 10:30 A.M.

Saturday evening, May 19 @ 11:45 PM.
Friday, June 1 @ 7:15 PM.

Sunday, June 3rd @ 10:00 A.M.

+  Community End of School Year BBQ | Sunday, June 3rd @ 12:45 PM.

Well Miss You!

Please join us on Sunday, May 13" from
1:00-5:00 p.m. for BBQ & fun at the
Peleg home (3512 Parkhaven Drive) as
we wish Shachar much success on her new
journey to live in Israel.

We will be collecting stories and pictures
of times spent with Shachar so we can
create a scrapbook and give it to her that
day. All scrapbook materials will be
provided.

Starting this week, the women’s
Tehilim group will begin meeting
weekly at 12:45 P.M. at DATA of
Plano. Please bring your books

to shul with you.

The Week Ahead

¢ Shacharis- Sunday: 8:00 A.M. / Monday-
Friday: 6:40 A.M.

+ Nightly Maariv- 8:30 P.M.
+ All New Night Seder- 8:45 P.M.

+ DATA Sunday Experience- Sunday, 9:30
A.M.

+ Rabbi Yogi's Path of the Just- Tuesday, 8:00
P.M.

+ Parsha through the Eyes of the Ramban-
Tuesday, 8:45 P.M.

¢+ Mommy and Me- Wednesday, 10:30 A.M.

+ Rabbi Zakon’s Lunch and Learn-
day, 12:30 P.M.

¢+ Cheesecake Bake- Wednesday, 6:30 P.M.

Shabbat Family Experience- Saturday,
10:45 A.M.
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NN CHILDREN
AGES 2-7

Storytelling, Crafts
& Group Activities

FAMILY EXPERIENCE

PRETEENS
) . Shabbat Camp with
Join us on Saturday morning, Rabbi Nissel and

May 1 2th, 2018 @ 10:45am Mrs. Tova Sonnenblick

Kiddush following services.

ADULTS & TEENS

For more information or to RSVP,

. Stimulating Learner’s
email info@dataofplano.org -

Service with
Rabbi Yogi
Location: DATA of Plano

3251 Independence Pkwy
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THIS SHAVUOT

JOIN RABBI YOGI ROBKIN FOR A LATE-NIGHT
DISCUSSION ON THE TORAH'S VIEW OF

GUN CONTROL

SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 19 AT DATA OF PLANO (3251
INDEPENDENCE PARKWAY) BEGINNING AT 11:45 P.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT YROBKIN@DATAOFPLANO.ORG



Mesorah High School for Girls
PRESENTS

'PURCHASE YOUR CD TODAY!

visit www. projectshay.com a division of‘
@ confact a Mesorah girl Sl/lQ‘j



CELEBRATING

ISRAEL
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DALLAS STYLE!

SUNDAY, MAY 6, NOON-4PM

P> FREE ADMISSION!
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OPEN TO ALL! » RAIN OR SHINE WE PARTY!

PETTING Z0O 4 BOUNCE HOUSES + GAGA
ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG 4 ISRAELI DANCING
FABULOUS ISRAELI ART PROJECTS

BALLOON ART 4 AIR BRUSH ARTISTS

ISRAEL ADVOCACY 4 NOTES TO THE WESTERN WALL
GET WELL CARDS FOR HADASSAH HOSPITAL

SPECIAL ISRAEL@7/0O EXHIBIT: A UNIQUE DISPLAY OF
THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE YOUNG STATE

AND SO MUCH MORE!

FAVORITE FOOD CATERED BY SIMCHA CATERING, FINO AND DIPPIN’ DOTS!

THANKS T0 THESE PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS*

AARON FAMILY JEwisH COMMUNITY CENTER, AKIBA ACADEMY, AJC DALLAS, ANN & NATE n’ i \ ]f:\,\-'ish Federation

LEvINE AcaDEMY, BBYO, Bnal ZioN FounpaTION, COMMUNITY HOMES FOR ADULTS, INC.

OF GREATER DALLAS

(CHAI), CONGREGATION ANSHAI TORAH, CONGREGATION BETH TORAH, CONGREGATION
NER TamID, CONGREGATION SHEARITH ISRAEL, CONGREGATION TIFERET ISRAEL, DALLAS
JEwIsH HisToricaL SOCIETY, DaLLAS KOSHER, DaLLAS CHAPTER OF HADASSAH, DALLAS TEAM

MaccaBl, DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL/ISRAEL BONDS, GREENE FaMiLy CAMP, u Dallas

JEwWIsH FEDERATION OF GREATER DALLAS, JEWISH WaRr VETERANS PosT 256, THE LEGACY

aaron Family jcc

SENIOR COMMUNITIES, NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEwisH WoMEN (NCJW), PJ LIBRARY, RABBINIC
AssOCIATION OF GREATER DALLAS, RIKUDALLAS ISRAEL DANCE CLASS, SCHULTZ FAMILY FELLOWS,
TeMpLE EMANU-EL, TEMPLE SHALOM, TEXAS JEWISH POST. *AS OF MARCH 30, 2018

FOOD, FUN, GAMES AND RUACH FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!
SEE YOU AT AARON FAMILY JCC, 7900 NORTHAVEN RD, DALLAS TX 75230

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT LAURA SEYMOUR AT 214-239-7110 OR LSEYMOUR(@JCCDALLAS.ORG.




